
We will follow the Order of Vespers found on page 229 
 
Common Versicles LSB 229 

 
L O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
  
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia. 

 

Psalmody 

 
Psalm 67  

1May God be gracious to us and | bless us* 
 and make his face to shine up- | on us, 
2that your way may be | known on earth,* 
 your saving power among all | nations. 
3Let the peoples praise you, | O God;* 
 let all the peoples | praise you! 
4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy,* 
 for you judge the peoples with equity 
 and guide the nations up- | on earth. 
5Let the peoples praise you, | O God;* 
 let all the peoples | praise you! 
6The earth has yielded its | increase;* 
 God, our God, shall | bless us. 
7God shall | bless us;* 
 let all the ends of the earth | fear him! 

 
 

 



Hymn 616 – Baptismal Waters Cover Me 
1 Baptismal waters cover me 

As I approach on bended knee; 
    My Father’s mercy here I plead, 
    For grievous sins of thought and deed. 

 
2 I look to Christ upon the tree, 

His body broken there for me; 
    I lay before Him all my sin, 
    My darkest secrets from within. 

 
3 Lord, may Your wounded hand impart 

Your healing to my broken heart; 
    Your love alone can form in me 
    A heart that serves You joyfully. 

 
4 From Your own mouth comes forth a word; 

Your shepherd speaks, but You are heard; 
    Through him Your hand now stretches out, 
    Forgiving sin, destroying doubt. 

 
5 Baptismal waters cover me; 

Christ’s wounded hand has set me free. 
    Held in my Father’s strong embrace, 
    With joy I praise Him for His grace. 

Text: © 2003 Kurt E. Reinhardt. Used by permission: CPH Limited 
Promotional License no. 119000000 
 

Readings 

 
IV. The Praetorium 

     When they had bound Jesus, they led him from Caiaphas to the hall of 
judgment and gave him over to Pontius Pilate, the governor. It was early. 
They themselves did not go into the judgment hall, so that they might not be 
defiled, but might eat the Passover. 
  



  Pilate then went out to them, and said, “What charge do you bring against 
this man?” 
  They answered and said to him, “If he were not a criminal, we would not 
have handed him over to you.” 
     Then Pilate said to them, “Take him, then, and judge him according to 
your law.” 
     The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put any man to death.” So 
the word of Jesus was fulfilled, signifying by what death he should die. 
  
     The charges they brought against him were: “We found this fellow 
perverting the nation, and forbidding us to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying 
that he himself is Christ, a king.” 
  
     Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and 
said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
     Jesus answered him, “Do you say this for yourself, or did others say it to 
you about me?” 
     Pilate answered, “Do you take me for a Jew? Your own nation and the 
chief priests have given you over to me. What have you done?” 
  
     Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdom were of 
this world, then my servants would have fought that I should not be given 
over to the Jews; but now my kingdom is not of this world.” 
     Pilate therefore said to him, “Are you a king then?” 
     Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. I was born and I came 
into the world that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone that is of the 
truth hears my voice.” 
     Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 
     After he had said this, he went out again to the Jews and said to them, “I 
find no fault in this man.” 
  
     The chief priests kept laying one charge after another against him, but he 
answered not a word. Pilate questioned him again, saying, “Do you answer 
nothing? See how many charges they lay against you.” Jesus answered him 
not a word. Pilate was utterly amazed. He said to the chief priests and the 
crowd, “I find no case against this man.” 



  
     They pressed their charges more vehemently: “He stirs up the people, 
teaching throughout all Judaea, beginning from Galilee to this place.” 
     When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 
When he learned that he belonged in Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him on to 
Herod, who was also in Jerusalem for those days. 
  
     When Herod saw Jesus, he was delighted, for he had long wished to see 
him because of what he had heard of him, and he hoped to see him do a 
miracle. He questioned Jesus repeatedly, but he gave him no answer. The 
chief priests and scribes stood there and vehemently accused him. Herod and 
his soldiers mocked him. They put a splendid robe on him and sent him back 
to Pilate. 
     Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that same day, for 
before this they had been at enmity with each other. 
  
     Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 
and said to them, “You have brought this man before me as one subverting 
the people. See now, I have examined him before you and have found 
nothing in this man guilty of any of your charges against him, and neither did 
Herod, for he sent him back to us. Mark this, he has done nothing worthy of 
death. I will have him punished and release him.” 
  
     Now at the feast it was the governor’s custom to release to the crowd any 
one prisoner whom they asked for. They had then a notorious prisoner 
named Barabbas. He was in prison with the rebels who had committed 
murder during the insurrection in the city. Pilate knew that it was out of 
malice that the chief priests handed Jesus over. Therefore he said to them, 
“Do you want me to release for you Barabbas or Jesus who is called Christ?” 
  
     The chief priests and elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and 
destroy Jesus. 
     Pilate asked them again, “Which of the two do you want me to release for 
you?” 
     And they cried out all together, saying, “Away with this man, and release 
for us Barabbas.” 



  
     While Pilate was sitting in the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message: 
“Do not have anything to do with that man; I have suffered much over him 
today in a dream.” 
  
     Again Pilate addressed them, for he wished to release Jesus. He said to 
them, “What shall I do then with Jesus who is called Christ? What shall I do 
with him whom you call the King of the Jews?” 
     They all cried out, “Crucify him!” 
     Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found no guilt 
worthy of death in him; I will therefore punish him and let him go.” 
     They cried out all the louder, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 
  
     Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers of the governor 
led him away into the praetorium. They gathered the whole band of soldiers 
around him. They stripped him and put a purple robe on him. When they had 
woven a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and a reed in his right hand, 
and they knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
They spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. They knelt 
down and did him homage. 
  
     Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I bring him out to you that 
you may know I find him not guilty.” So Jesus came out wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 
  
     When the chief priests and officers saw him, they cried, “Crucify him! 
Crucify him!” 
     Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I do not find 
him guilty.” 
     The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law he ought to die, 
because he made himself the Son of God.” 
  
     When Pilate heard this, he was more afraid and went again into the 
judgment hall and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” Jesus gave him no 
answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not 
know that I have power to crucify you, and I have power to release you?” 



     Jesus answered, “You would not have any power at all over me, unless it 
had been given to you from above. For that reason he who handed me over 
to you has the greater sin.” 
  
     This prompted Pilate to go on trying to release him, but the Jews cried 
out, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Everyone who makes 
himself a king sets himself against Caesar.” 
     When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down in the 
judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement or, in Hebrew, 
Gabbatha. It was the Preparation of the Passover, about the sixth hour. He 
said to the Jews, “Behold your king!” 
     They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” 
     Pilate said unto them, “Shall I crucify your king?” 
     The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 
  
     When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but rather a riot was under 
way, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am 
innocent of the blood of this man; see to it yourselves.” 
     Then all the people responded, “His blood be on us and on our children.” 
  
     Then Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, gave sentence that it should be 
as they demanded. He released to them Barabbas for whom they asked, the 
man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder. He had 
Jesus flogged and then gave him over to their will to be crucified. The 
soldiers mocked him, stripped him of the purple robe, put his own clothes on 
him, and led him out to crucify him. 
 

Responsory LSB 230 
L Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth. 
C Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
L Unite my heart to fear Your name that I may walk in Your truth. 
C Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
 



Sermon 
 

Canticle 

          L Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
C and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 

Magnificat LSB 231 
C My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior; 
 for He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
 For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 
 For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 
 and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation. 
 He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts. 
 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the 

lowly. 
 He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty 

away. 
 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He 

spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 

Offering 
 

Prayer 

 
Kyrie LSB 233 

C Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Evening Suffrages LSB 282 

 



L O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C And let my cry come to You. 
 
L Holy God, holy and most gracious Father, 
C have mercy and hear us. 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
L Show us Your steadfast love, O Lord, 
C and grant us Your salvation. 
L Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness; 
C and let Your saints shout for joy. 
L Lord, keep this nation under Your care, 
C and guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
L Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
C for You judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon the 
earth. 
L Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
C let all the peoples praise You! 
L For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 
C and the hope of the poor shall not perish forever. 
L Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
C and renew a right spirit within me. 
L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
C let my cry come to You. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, heavenly Father, give us grace to trust You during this time of 
illness and distress. In mercy put an end to the pandemic that afflicts us. 
Grant relief to those who suffer, and comfort all that mourn. Sustain all 
medical personnel in their labors, and cause Your people ever to serve You in 
righteousness and holiness’  
 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 
You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me 
all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For 



into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 
 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
L The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 
C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 234 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 234 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
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