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Hymn on Entry
352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord
1 Let the earth now praise the Lord,
Who has truly kept His word
And at last to us did send
Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.
2 What the fathers most desired,
What the prophets’ heart inspired,
What they longed for many a year,
Stands fulfilled in glory here.
3 Abram’s promised great reward,
Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord—
Him of twofold race behold—
Truly came, as long foretold.
4 As Your coming was in peace,
Quiet, full of gentleness,
Let the same mind dwell in me
Which is Yours eternally.
5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith,
Safely kept through life and death.
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6 Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
I with joy will see Your face,
Freely ransomed by Your grace.
Text: Public domain
Common Versicles
LSB 219
L O Lord, open my lips,
C and my mouth will declare Your praise.
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
C make haste to help me, O Lord.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia.

Psalmody
Antiphon (Common)
LSB 220
L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
C O come, let us worship Him.
Venite
LSB 220
C O come, let us sing to the Lord,
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving,
let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise.
For the Lord is a great God
and a great king above all gods.
The deep places of the earth are in His hand;
the strength of the hills is His also.
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The sea is His, for He made it,
and His hand formed the dry land.
O come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord, our maker.
For He is our God,
and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His
hand.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Antiphon (Common)
LSB 221
L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
C O come, let us worship Him.

Additional Psalms

Psalm 8; antiphon: v. 9

1O

LORD, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!*
You have set your glory above the | heavens.
2Out

of the mouth of babes and infants,
you have established strength because | of your foes,*
to still the enemy and the a- | venger.

3

3When

I look at your heavens, the work of your | fingers,*
the moon and the stars, which you have | set in place,

4what

is man that you are mind- | ful of him,*
and the son of man that you | care for him?

5Yet

you have made him a little lower than the heavenly | beings*
and crowned him with glory and | honor.

6You

have given him dominion over the works | of your hands;*
you have put all things under | his feet,

7all

sheep and | oxen,*
and also the beasts | of the field,

8the

birds of the heavens, and the fish | of the sea,*
whatever passes along the paths | of the seas.

9O

| LORD, our Lord,*
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!

LSB 186

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.

Office Hymn - 768 To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray
1 To God the Holy Spirit let us pray
For the true faith needed on our way
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That He may defend us when life is ending
And from exile home we are wending.
Lord, have mercy!
2 O sweetest Love, Your grace on us bestow;
Set our hearts with sacred fire aglow
That with hearts united we love each other,
Ev’ry stranger, sister, and brother.
Lord, have mercy!
3 Transcendent Comfort in our ev’ry need,
Help us neither scorn nor death to heed
That we may not falter nor courage fail us
When the foe shall taunt and assail us.
Lord, have mercy!
4 Shine in our hearts, O Spirit, precious light;
Teach us Jesus Christ to know aright
That we may abide in the Lord who bought us,
Till to our true home He has brought us.
Lord, have mercy!
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission:
CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000
Readings
Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 6:1–7
1In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a
throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the
temple. 2Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with
two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and
with two he flew. 3And one called to another and said:
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“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
4And

the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him
who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5And I said:
“Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have
seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”
6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a
burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7And he
touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips;
your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Epistle Reading
Romans 11:33–36
the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable
his ways!
33Oh,

34“For

who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?”
35“Or who has given a gift to him
that he might be repaid?”
36For

from him and through him and to him are all things. To him
be glory forever. Amen.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Reading
John 3; 3:1–15
1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a
ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and said to
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for
no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”
3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to
him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a
second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’
8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not
understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of
what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you
do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things
and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly
things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except he who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Responsory
LSB 221
L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
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C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
Sermon The New Birth.
Athanasian Creed
C Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the
catholic faith.
Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without
doubt perish eternally.
And the catholic faith is this,
that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity,
neither confusing the persons nor dividing the substance.
For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy
Spirit is another.
But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit is one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal.
Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy
Spirit:
the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit
uncreated;
the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite;
the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal.
And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal,
just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but
one Uncreated and one Infinite.
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In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the
Holy Spirit almighty;
and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty.
So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God;
and yet there are not three Gods, but one God.
So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord;
and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord.
Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to
acknowledge each distinct person as God and Lord, so also
are we prohibited by the catholic religion to say that there
are three Gods or Lords.
The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone.
The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the
Father alone.
The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made
nor created nor begotten, but proceeding.
Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not
three Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits.
And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is
greater or less than another;
but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other
and coequal, so that in all things, as has been stated above,
the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped.
Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus
about the Trinity.
But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one
faithfully believe the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess
that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time
both God and man.
He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before
all ages; and He is man, born from the substance of His
mother in this age:
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perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul
and human flesh;
equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the
Father with respect to His humanity.
Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ:
one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh,
but by the assumption of the humanity into God;
one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of
person.
For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man
is one Christ,
who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose
again the third day from the dead,
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father, God Almighty, from whence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.
At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and
give an account concerning their own deeds.
And those who have done good will enter into eternal life,
and those who have done evil into eternal fire.
This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it
faithfully and firmly cannot be saved.
Prayer
Kyrie

LSB 227
C Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
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hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
LSB 227
L O Lord, hear my prayer.
C And let my cry come to You.
Prayer
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L

O Lord,
have mercy.
O Christ,
have mercy.
O Lord,
have mercy.
O Christ,
hear us.
God the Father in heaven,
have mercy.
God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.
God the Holy Spirit,
have mercy.
Be gracious to us.
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C Spare us, good Lord.
L Be gracious to us.
C Help us, good Lord.
L From all sin, from all error, from all evil;
From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil
death;
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from
sedition and from rebellion;
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and
water; and from everlasting death:
C Good Lord, deliver us.
L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity;
By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and
bloody sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your precious
death and burial;
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the
coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter:
C Help us, good Lord.
L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the
hour of death; and in the day of judgment:
C Help us, good Lord.
L We poor sinners implore You
C to hear us, O Lord.
L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all
pastors and ministers of Your Church in the true knowledge
and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain
them in holy living;
To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring
into the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived;
To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers
into Your harvest; and to accompany Your Word with Your
grace and Spirit:
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C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and
to comfort and help the weakhearted and the distressed:
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land
from discord and strife; to give our country Your protection in
every time of need;
To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in
authority; to bless and protect our magistrates and all our
people;
To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and
tribulation; to protect and guide all who travel;
To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant
children, increasing happiness in their blessings; to defend all
orphans and widows and provide for them;
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to
free those in bondage; and to have mercy on us all:
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to
turn their hearts; to give and preserve for our use the kindly
fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers:
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
C we implore You to hear us.
L
C
L
C
L
C

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.

L O Christ,
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C
L
C
L
C
L
C

hear us.
O Lord,
have mercy.
O Christ,
have mercy.
O Lord,
have mercy. Amen.

Collect of the Day
Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to
acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a
true faith and to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine
Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all
adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Collect for Relief in Pandemic
Almighty God, heavenly Father, give us grace to trust You during
this time of illness and distress. In mercy put an end to the
epidemic that afflicts us. Grant relief to those who suffer, and
comfort all that mourn. Sustain all medical personnel in their
labors, and cause Your people ever to serve You in righteousness
and holiness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Benedicamus
L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

LSB 228

Benediction
LSB 228
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C Amen.
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Departing Hymn
917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise
1 Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise
With one accord our parting hymn of praise;
Once more we bless Thee ere our worship cease,
Then, lowly bending, wait Thy word of peace.
2 Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way;
With Thee began, with Thee shall end, the day.
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
That in this house have called upon Thy name.
3 Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the coming night;
Turn Thou for us its darkness into light.
From harm and danger keep Thy children free;
For dark and light are both alike to Thee.
4 Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life,
Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease,
Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace.
Text: Public domain
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