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Advent Vespers 

Anno Domini December 9, 2020 
 
Hymn on Entry 

 
349 Hark the Glad Sound 

1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
    The Savior promised long; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 
    And ev’ry voice a song. 

 
2 He comes the pris’ners to release, 

    In Satan’s bondage held. 
The gates of brass before Him burst, 
    The iron fetters yield. 

 
3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 

    The bleeding soul to cure, 
And with the treasures of His grace 
    To enrich the humble poor. 

 
4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

    Thy welcome shall proclaim, 
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 
    With Thy belovèd name. 

Text: Public domain 
 

Stand 
 

Common Versicles LSB 229 
L O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
  
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia. 
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Psalmody 

 
Responsively Psalm 130 

1Out | of the depths* 
 I cry to you, | O LORD! 
2O Lord, | hear my voice!* 
 Let your ears be attentive 
 to the voice of my pleas for | mercy! 

3If you, O LORD, should mark in- | iquities,* 
 O Lord, | who could stand? 
4But with you there is for- | giveness,* 
 that you | may be feared. 

5I wait for the LORD, my | soul waits,* 
 and in his | word I hope; 
6my soul waits for the Lord 
 more than watchmen for the | morning,* 
 more than watchmen for the | morning. 

7O Israel, hope in the LORD! 
 For with the LORD there is | steadfast love,* 
 and with him is plentiful re- | demption. 
8And he will redeem | Israel* 
 from all his in- | iquities. 

 
Gloria Patri LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Office Hymn 

 
337 The Night Will Soon Be Ending 

1 The night will soon be ending; 
    The dawn cannot be far. 
Let songs of praise ascending 
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    Now greet the Morning Star! 
All you whom darkness frightens 
    With guilt or grief or pain, 
God’s radiant Star now brightens 
    And bids you sing again. 

 
2 The One whom angels tended 

    Comes near, a child, to serve; 
Thus God, the judge offended, 
    Bears all our sins deserve. 
The guilty need not cower, 
    For God has reconciled 
Through His redemptive power 
    All those who trust this child. 

 
3 The earth in sure rotation 

    Will soon bring morning bright, 
So run where God’s salvation 
    Glows in a stable’s light. 
As old as sin’s perversion 
    Is mercy’s vast design: 
God brings a new creation— 
    This child its seal and sign. 

 
4 Yet nights will bring their sadness 

    And rob our hearts of peace, 
And sin in all its madness 
    Around us may increase. 
But now one Star is beaming 
    Whose rays have pierced the night: 
God comes for our redeeming 
    From sin’s oppressive might. 

 
5 God dwells with us in darkness 

    And makes the night as day; 
Yet we resist the brightness 
    And turn from God away. 
But grace does not forsake us, 
    However far we run. 



4 

 

God claims us still as children 
    Through Mary’s infant Son. 

Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110005396 
 

Readings 

 
The First Reading Romans 4:13–25 

 13The promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the 
world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 
14For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and 
the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law 
there is no transgression. 
 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the 
law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of 
us all, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. 18In hope he believed against hope, 
that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So 
shall your offspring be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his 
own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years 
old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust 
made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his 
faith as he gave glory to God, 21fully convinced that God was able to do what he 
had promised. 22That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 
23But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 
24but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from 
the dead Jesus our Lord, 25who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised 
for our justification. 

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

The Epistle Reading Galatians 3:23–29 
 23Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned 
until the coming faith would be revealed. 24So then, the law was our guardian 
until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25But now that 
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faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are 
all sons of God, through faith. 27For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to promise. 

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel Reading Luke 1:57–80 
 57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58And 
her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, 
and they rejoiced with her. 59And on the eighth day they came to circumcise 
the child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60but his 
mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” 61And they said to her, “None 
of your relatives is called by this name.” 62And they made signs to his father, 
inquiring what he wanted him to be called. 63And he asked for a writing tablet 
and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered. 64And immediately his 
mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. 65And 
fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about 
through all the hill country of Judea, 66and all who heard them laid them up in 
their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord 
was with him. 
 67And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, 
saying, 

68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
 for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
 in the house of his servant David, 
70as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71that we should be saved from our enemies 
 and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72to show the mercy promised to our fathers 
 and to remember his holy covenant, 
73the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
 74that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 
 75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 



6 

 

76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
 in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78because of the tender mercy of our God, 
 whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
 to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

80And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness 
until the day of his public appearance to Israel. 

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory (Advent) LSB 230 
L Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
L In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 

Sermon.  Text:  Galatians 3:23-29.   
Theme:            Kept by the schoolmaster until the fullness of time. 

 

Canticle.  The Magnificat 

 
Stand 

 
Antiphon (Common) LSB 231 

L Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
C and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
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Magnificat LSB 231 
C My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior; 
 for He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
 For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 
 For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 
 and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation. 
 He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts. 
 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly. 
 He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty 

away. 
 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke 

to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Offering.  This is an online service.  If you have set aside an offering please bring it 
on a Sunday or use the mail. 

 

Prayer 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Kyrie LSB 233 

C Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
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          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Introduction to Collects LSB 233 

L O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C And let my cry come to You. 
 

Collect of the Day 
P Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten 

Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Luther’s Evening Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would 
forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me 
this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and 
all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. Amen. 

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 234 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Benediction LSB 234 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart 
 

887 Now the Light Has Gone Away sts. 1–5 
1 Now the light has gone away; 

Father, listen while I pray, 
Asking Thee to watch and keep 
And to send me quiet sleep. 

 
2 Jesus, Savior, wash away 

All that has been wrong today; 
Help me ev’ry day to be 
Good and gentle, more like Thee. 

 
3 Let my near and dear ones be 

Always near and dear to Thee; 
O bring me and all I love 
To Thy happy home above. 

 
4 Now my evening praise I give; 

Thou didst die that I might live. 
All my blessings come from Thee; 
Oh, how good Thou art to me! 

 
5 Thou, my best and kindest Friend, 

Thou wilt love me to the end. 
Let me love Thee more and more, 
Always better than before. 

Text: Public domain 
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