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Advent Vespers 

Anno Domini December 16, 2020 
 
 
Hymn on Entry 

 
352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 

1 Let the earth now praise the Lord, 
Who has truly kept His word 
And at last to us did send 
Christ, the sinner’s help and friend. 

 
2 What the fathers most desired, 

What the prophets’ heart inspired, 
What they longed for many_a year, 
Stands fulfilled in glory here. 

 
3 Abram’s promised great reward, 

Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord— 
Him of twofold race behold— 
Truly came, as long foretold. 

 
4 As Your coming was in peace, 

Quiet, full of gentleness, 
Let the same mind dwell in me 
Which is Yours eternally. 

 
5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 
I may cling to You in faith, 
Safely kept through life and death. 

 
6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 
I with joy will see Your face, 
Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

Text: Public domain 
 



2 

 

Stand 
 

Common Versicles LSB 229 
L O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
  
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia. 

 

Psalmody 

 
Responsively Psalm 110 

1The LORD says to my Lord: 
 “Sit at my | right hand,* 
until I make your enemies your | footstool.” 

2The LORD sends forth from Zion 
 your mighty | scepter.* 
 Rule in the midst of your | enemies! 
3Your people will offer themselves freely 
 on the day of your power, 
 in holy | garments;* 
from the womb of the morning, 
 the dew of your youth | will be yours. 
4The LORD has sworn 
 and will not | change his mind,* 
“You are a priest forever 
 after the order of Mel- | chizedek.” 

5The Lord is at your | right hand;* 
 he will shatter kings on the day | of his wrath. 
6He will execute judgment among the nations, 
 filling them with | corpses;* 
he will shatter chiefs 
 over the | wide earth. 
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7He will drink from the brook | by the way;* 
 therefore he will lift | up his head. 

 
Sit 

 
Office Hymn 

 
347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

1 “Comfort, comfort ye My people, 
    Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God; 
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, 
    Mourning ’neath their sorrows’ load. 
Speak ye to Jerusalem 
Of the peace that waits for them; 
    Tell her that her sins I cover 
    And her warfare now is over.” 

 
2 Yea, her sins our God will pardon, 

    Blotting out each dark misdeed; 
All that well deserved His anger 
    He no more will see or heed. 
She hath suffered many_a day, 
Now her griefs have passed away; 
    God will change her pining sadness 
    Into ever-springing gladness. 

 
3 Hark, the herald’s voice is crying 

    In the desert far and near, 
Calling sinners to repentance, 
    Since the Kingdom now is here. 
O that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for God a way; 
    Let the valleys rise to meet Him 
    And the hills bow down to greet Him. 

 
4 Make ye straight what long was crooked; 

    Make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble, 
    As befits His holy reign. 
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For the glory of the Lord 
Now o’er earth is shed abroad, 
    And all flesh shall see the token 
    That His Word is never broken. 

Text: Public domain 
 

Readings 

 
First Reading Romans 5:12–21 

 12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13for sin 
indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted 
where there is no law. 14Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over 
those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type 
of the one who was to come. 
 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one 
man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace 
of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16And the free gift is not like 
the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass 
brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought 
justification. 17If, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that 
one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the 
free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 
 18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19For as by the one 
man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s 
obedience the many will be made righteous. 20Now the law came in to increase 
the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21so that, 
as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading 
to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading Galatians 4:1–7 
 1I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, 
though he is the owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians and 
managers until the date set by his father. 3In the same way we also, when we 
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were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4But 
when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a 
slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 2:21–33 
 21And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, 
the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 22And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of 
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is 
written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be 
called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in 
the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there 
was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous 
and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the 
temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed 
God and said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
 according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 
 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Responsory (Advent) LSB 230 

L Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 
Righteousness. 

L In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 

Sermon 
 

Canticle 

Antiphon LSB 231 
L Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
C and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 

Magnificat LSB 231 
C My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior; 
 for He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
 For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 
 For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 
 and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation. 
 He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts. 
 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly. 
 He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty 

away. 
 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke 

to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Offering  As this is an online service we are unable to receive the offerings.  If you 
have set aside an Advent offering please bring it on Sunday or feel free to  use the 
mail. 

 

Prayer 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Kyrie LSB 233 

C Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
  

L O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C And let my cry come to You. 
 

Collect of the Day 
P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 

darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Luther’s Evening Prayer 
C  I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would 
forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me 
this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and 
all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Benedicamus LSB 234 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 234 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart 
 

890 O Blessed Light, O Trinity 
1 O blessèd Light, O Trinity, 

O everlasting Unity: 
As now the fiery sun departs, 
Send forth Your light into our hearts. 

 
2 To You our morning song of praise, 

To You our evening prayer we raise; 
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We praise Your light in ev’ry age, 
The glory of our pilgrimage. 

 
D 3 All glory be to God above 

And to the Son, the Prince of love, 
And to the Spirit, One in Three! 
We praise You, blessèd Trinity. 

Text (st. 1): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 2–3): © 1978 Lutheran 
Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005396 
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