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The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Anno Domini 2021 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 
875 Father, We Praise Thee 

1 Father, we praise Thee, now the night is over, 
Active and watchful, stand we all before Thee; 
Singing, we offer prayer and meditation: 
    Thus we adore Thee. 

 
2 Monarch of all things, fit us for Thy mansions; 

Banish our weakness, health and wholeness sending; 
Bring us to heaven, where Thy saints united 
    Joy without ending. 

 
D 3 All-holy Father, Son, and equal Spirit, 

Trinity blessèd, send us Thy salvation; 
Thine is the glory, gleaming and resounding 
    Through all creation. 

Text: Public domain 
 

Hymn of Invocation 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them 
and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 
poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Introit  
Reading Psalm 32 

1Blessèd is the one whose transgression is for- | given,* 
 whose sin is | covered. 
2Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no in- | iquity,* 
 and in whose spirit there is | no deceit. 
3For when I kept silent, my bones wast- | ed away* 
 through my groaning | all day long. 
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4For day and night your hand was heavy up- | on me;* 
 my strength was dried up as by the heat of | summer. 
5I acknowledged my sin to you, 
 and I did not cover my in- | iquity;* 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
 and you forgave the iniquity | of my sin. 
6Therefore let everyone who is godly 
 offer prayer to you at a time when you | may be found;* 
surely in the rush of great waters, 
 they shall not | reach him. 
7You are a hiding place for me; 
 you preserve me from | trouble;* 
 you surround me with shouts of de- | liverance. 
8I will instruct you and teach you in the way | you should go;* 
 I will counsel you with my eye up- | on you. 
9Be not like a horse or a mule, without under- | standing,* 
 which must be curbed with bit and bridle, 
 or it will not stay | near you. 
10Many are the sorrows of the | wicked,* 
 but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts | in the LORD. 
11Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O | righteous,* 
 and shout for joy, all you up- | right in heart! 
 

 LSB 186 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

 

Service of the Word 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 
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We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 
us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in 
our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to 
support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 18:15–20 
 15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 
you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of 
the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me 
not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, 
lest I die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 
18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I 
will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command 
him. 19And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my 
name, I myself will require it of him. 20But the prophet who presumes to speak 
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a word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in 
the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.’” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 
 Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 
 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 
 

 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 8:1–13 

 1Concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess 
knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 2If anyone 
imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought to know. 
3But if anyone loves God, he is known by God. 
 4Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol 
has no real existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5For although there 
may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” 
and many “lords”— 6yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all 
things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are 
all things and through whom we exist. 
 7However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former 
association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their 
conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8Food will not commend us to God. We are 
no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this 
right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For 
if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will he not 
be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11And so 
by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom 
Christ died. 12Thus, sinning against your brothers and wounding their 
conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food makes 
my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

 
 
 
Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 1:21–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 21They went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath [Jesus] 
entered the synagogue and was teaching. 22And they were astonished at his 
teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 
23And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. 
And he cried out, 24“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 
come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus 
rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean 
spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 27And 
they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, 
“What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean 
spirits, and they obey him.” 28And at once his fame spread everywhere 
throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
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     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Hymn of the Day 

 
842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 

1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
    Source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
    Hallows all our human race, 
You our Head, who, throned in glory, 
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    For Your own will ever plead: 
Fill us with Your love and pity, 
    Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 
2 As You, Lord, have lived for others, 

    So may we for others live. 
Freely have Your gifts been granted; 
    Freely may Your servants give. 
Yours the gold and Yours the silver, 
    Yours the wealth of land and sea; 
We but stewards of Your bounty 
    Held in solemn trust will be. 

 
3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 

    King of love and Prince of Peace; 
Hush the storm of strife and passion, 
    Bid its cruel discords cease. 
By Your patient years of toiling, 
    By Your silent hours of pain, 
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 
    Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 
4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

    Source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
    Hallows all our human race: 
By Your praying, by Your willing 
    That Your people should be one, 
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: 
    Here on earth Your will be done. 

Text: Public domain 
 

Sermon.  Text: The Gospel Reading.  Theme: 
 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
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Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy 
free spirit. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Offering  Due to distancing guidelines we cannot pass the plates person to person.  
If you have set aside an offering please place it in the plates at the back. 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Prayer 

L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C hear us. 
L God the Father in heaven, 
C have mercy. 
L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L God the Holy Spirit, 
C have mercy. 
L Be gracious to us. 
C Spare us, good Lord. 
L Be gracious to us. 
C Help us, good Lord. 
  
L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 
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From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and 
from rebellion; 
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from 
everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 
L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody 
sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; 
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of 

death; and in the day of judgment: 
C Help us, good Lord. 
L We poor sinners implore You 
C to hear us, O Lord. 
L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and 

ministers of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your 
wholesome Word and to sustain them in holy living; 
To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of 
truth all who have erred and are deceived; 
To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your 
harvest; and to accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort 

and help the weakhearted and the distressed: 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from 

discord and strife; to give our country Your protection in every time of 
need; 
To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to 
bless and protect our magistrates and all our people; 
To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to 
protect and guide all who travel; 
To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, 
increasing happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows 
and provide for them; 
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To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those 
in bondage; and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 
 
 
 
L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn  
their hearts; to give and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and 

graciously to hear our prayers: 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 
L For all that are ill among us, O Father of all mercies and God of all comfort, 

our only help in time of need, look with favor upon your servant(s) among 
us suffering from illness.  Assure them of Your mercy, deliver them from 
the temptations of the evil one, and give them patience and comfort in this 
time of illness.  If it please You, restore them to health, or give them grace 
to accept this tribulation with courage and hope. 

L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C we implore You to hear us. 
  
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 
  
L O Christ, 
C hear us. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. Amen. 
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Prayer for Pandemic 
Almighty God, heavenly Father, give us grace to trust You during this time of 
illness and distress. In mercy put an end to the pandemic that afflicts us. Grant 
relief to those who suffer, and comfort all that mourn. Sustain all medical 
personnel in their labors, and cause Your people ever to serve You in 
righteousness and holiness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Hymn 
690 Hope of the World 

1 Hope of the world, Thou Christ of great compassion; 
    Speak to our fearful hearts by conflict rent. 
Save us, Thy people, from consuming passion, 
    Who by our own false hopes and aims are spent. 

 
2 Hope of the world, God’s gift from highest heaven, 

    Bringing to hungry souls the bread of life, 
Still let Thy Spirit unto us be given 
    To heal earth’s wounds and end our bitter strife. 

 
3 Hope of the world, afoot on dusty highways, 

    Showing to wand’ring souls the path of light, 
Walk Thou beside us lest the tempting byways 
    Lure us away from Thee to endless night. 

 
4 Hope of the world, who by Thy cross didst save us 

    From death and dark despair, from sin and guilt, 
We render back the love Thy mercy gave us; 
    Take Thou our lives and use them as Thou wilt. 

 
5 Hope of the world, O Christ, o’er death victorious, 

    Who by this sign didst conquer grief and pain, 
We would be faithful to Thy Gospel glorious. 
    Thou art our Lord! Thou dost forever reign! 

Text: © 1954, renewed 1982 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. 
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005396 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
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Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Preface 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the 
foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. 
In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have 
manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of 
the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 



14 

 

     but deliver us from evil. 
C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
Distribution Hymn(s) 

 
696 O God, My Faithful God 

1 O God, my faithful God, 
    True fountain ever flowing, 
Without whom nothing is, 
    All perfect gifts bestowing: 
Give me a healthy frame, 
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    And may I have within 
A conscience free from blame, 
    A soul unstained by sin. 

 
2 Grant me the strength to do 

    With ready heart and willing 
Whatever You command, 
    My calling here fulfilling; 
That I do what I should 
    While trusting You to bless 
The outcome for my good, 
    For You must give success. 

 
3 Keep me from saying words 

    That later need recalling; 
Guard me lest idle speech 
    May from my lips be falling; 
But when within my place 
    I must and ought to speak, 
Then to my words give grace 
    Lest I offend the weak. 

 
4 Lord, let me win my foes 

    With kindly words and actions, 
And let me find good friends 
    For counsel and correction. 
Help me, as You have taught, 
    To love both great and small 
And by Your Spirit’s might 
    To live in peace with all. 

 
5 Let me depart this life 

    Confiding in my Savior; 
By grace receive my soul 
    That it may live forever; 
And let my body have 
    A quiet resting place 
Within a Christian grave; 
    And let it sleep in peace. 
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6 And on that final day 

    When all the dead are waking, 
Stretch out Your mighty hand, 
    My deathly slumber breaking. 
Then let me hear Your voice, 
    Redeem this earthly frame, 
And bid me to rejoice 
    With those who love Your name. 

Text: Public domain 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then 
distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 
 LSB 199 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into 
death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for 
the forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

The Dismissal LSB 199 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 

word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
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as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 
ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart 
 

583 God Has Spoken by His Prophets 
1 God has spoken by His prophets, 

    Spoken His unchanging Word; 
Each from age to age proclaiming 
    God, the one, the righteous Lord. 
In the world’s despair and turmoil, 
    One firm anchor holds us fast: 
God is king, His throne eternal; 
    God the first, and God the last. 

 
2 God has spoken by Christ Jesus, 

    Christ, the everlasting Son, 
Brightness of the Father’s glory, 
    With the Father ever one; 
Spoken by the Word Incarnate, 
    God of God, before time was; 
Light of Light, to earth descending, 
    He reveals our God to us. 
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3 God is speaking by His Spirit, 
    Speaking to our hearts again, 
In the ageless Word declaring 
    His own message, now as then. 
Through the rise and fall of nations 
    One sure faith yet standing fast; 
God abides, His Word unchanging; 
    God the first, and God the last. 

Text: © 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. 
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005396 
 

Salutation LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
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