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The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Anno Domini 2021 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 
Hymn of Invocation 

 
768 To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray 

1 To God the Holy Spirit let us pray 
For the true faith needed on our way 
That He may defend us when life is ending 
And from exile home we are wending. 
    Lord, have mercy! 

 
2 O sweetest Love, Your grace on us bestow; 

Set our hearts with sacred fire aglow 
That with hearts united we love each other, 
Ev’ry stranger, sister, and brother. 
    Lord, have mercy! 

 
3 Transcendent Comfort in our ev’ry need, 

Help us neither scorn nor death to heed 
That we may not falter nor courage fail us 
When the foe shall taunt and assail us. 
    Lord, have mercy! 

 
4 Shine in our hearts, O Spirit, precious light; 

Teach us Jesus Christ to know aright 
That we may abide in the Lord who bought us, 
Till to our true home He has brought us. 
    Lord, have mercy! 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005396 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
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Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them 
and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 
poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 
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Introit Psalm 27 

1The LORD is my light and my salvation; 
 whom | shall I fear?* 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 
 of whom shall I | be afraid? 

2When evildoers assail me 
 to eat | up my flesh,* 
my adversaries and foes, 
 it is they who stum- | ble and fall. 

3Though an army encamp against me, 
 my heart | shall not fear;* 
though war arise against me, 
 yet I will be | confident. 

4One thing have I asked of the LORD, 
 that will I seek | after:* 
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
 all the days of my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 
 and to inquire in his | temple. 

5For he will hide me in his shelter 
 in the day of | trouble;* 
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
 he will lift me high up- | on a rock. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
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O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 
us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; 
and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children 
and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily 
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and 
serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Numbers 21:4–9 
 4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the 
land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5And the people 
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of 
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we 
loathe this worthless food.” 6Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the 
people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7And the 
people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against 
the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents 
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make 
a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees 
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it, shall live.” 9So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a 
serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hebrews 12:2 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,* 
 the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the 
shame,* 
 and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. 

 
Epistle Ephesians 2:1–10 

 1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3among whom we 
all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body 
and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 
4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 
us, 5even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6and raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the 
coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so 
that no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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Holy Gospel John 3:14–21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 14[Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment: the light has 
come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light 
because their deeds were evil. 20For everyone who does wicked things hates 
the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 
21But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly 
seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
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     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Hymn of the Day 
571 God Loved the World So That He Gave 

1 God loved the world so that He gave 
His only Son the lost to save, 
That all who would in Him believe 
Should everlasting life receive. 

 
2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 

Who was made flesh and suffered death; 
All then who trust in Him alone 
Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 
3 God would not have the sinner die; 

His Son with saving grace is nigh; 
His Spirit in the Word declares 
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 
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4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son 
Forgives all sins which you have done; 
And, justified by Jesus’ blood, 
Your Baptism grants the highest good. 

 
5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 
That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 
D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
Be praise now and eternally! 

Text: Public domain 
 

Sermon.   
Text, The Epistle.    Theme, Christ has seated us in the heavenly places. 

 
Votum 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy 
free spirit. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Offering.  Due to distancing guidelines we cannot pass the plates person to person.  
If you have set aside an offering please place it in the plates at the back. 

 
Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 

 
Prayer 

L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C hear us. 
L God the Father in heaven, 
C have mercy. 
L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L God the Holy Spirit, 
C have mercy. 
L Be gracious to us. 
C Spare us, good Lord. 
L Be gracious to us. 
C Help us, good Lord. 
  
L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and 
from rebellion; 
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from 
everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 
L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody 
sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; 
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of 

death; and in the day of judgment: 
C Help us, good Lord. 
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L We poor sinners implore You 
C to hear us, O Lord. 
L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and 

ministers of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your 
wholesome Word and to sustain them in holy living; 
To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of 
truth all who have erred and are deceived; 
To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your 
harvest; and to accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort 

and help the weakhearted and the distressed: 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from 

discord and strife; to give our country Your protection in every time of 
need; 
To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to 
bless and protect our magistrates and all our people; 
To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to 
protect and guide all who travel; 
To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, 
increasing happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows 
and provide for them; 
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those 
in bondage; and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their 

hearts; to give and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and 
graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L    

For all that are ill among us, O Father of all mercies and God of all comfort, 
our only help in time of need, look with favor upon your servant(s) among 
us suffering from illness.  Assure them of Your mercy, deliver them from 
the temptations of the evil one, and give them patience and comfort in this 
time of illness.  If it please You, restore them to health, or give them grace 
to accept this tribulation with courage and hope. 

 
L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
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C we implore You to hear us. 
  
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 
  
L O Christ, 
C hear us. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. Amen. 
 

Collect for Pandemic   LSB Altar Book 
 

Almighty God, heavenly Father, give us grace to trust You during this time of 
illness and distress. In mercy put an end to the pandemic that afflicts us. Grant 
relief to those who suffer, and comfort all that mourn. Sustain all medical 
personnel in their labors, and cause Your people ever to serve You in 
righteousness and holiness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hymn 614  “As Surely as I Live,” God Said    vs. 1-4 
1 “As surely as I live,” God said, 

“I would not see the sinner dead. 
I want him turned from error’s ways, 
Repentant, living endless days.” 

 
2 And so our Lord gave this command: 

“Go forth and preach in ev’ry land; 
Bestow on all My pard’ning grace 
Who will repent and mend their ways. 

 
3 “All those whose sins you thus remit 

I truly pardon and acquit, 
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And those whose sins you will retain 
Condemned and guilty shall remain. 

 
4 “What you will bind, that bound shall be; 

What you will loose, that shall be free; 
To My dear Church the keys are giv’n 
To open, close the gates of heav’n.” 

 
Text: Public domain 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and 
gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be 
prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of 
the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 
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Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn(s) 
 

573 Lord, ’Tis Not That I Did Choose Thee 
1 Lord, ’tis not that I did choose Thee; 

    That, I know, could never be; 
For this heart would still refuse Thee 
    Had Thy grace not chosen me. 
Thou hast from the sin that stained me 
    Washed and cleansed and set me free 
And unto this end ordained me, 
    That I ever live to Thee. 

 
2 It was grace in Christ that called me, 

    Taught my darkened heart and mind; 
Else the world had yet enthralled me, 
    To Thy heav’nly glories blind. 
Now I worship none above Thee; 
    For Thy grace alone I thirst, 
Knowing well that, if I love Thee, 
    Thou, O Lord, didst love me first. 

 
D 3 Praise the God of all creation; 

    Praise the Father’s boundless love. 
Praise the Lamb, our expiation, 
    Priest and King enthroned above. 
Praise the Spirit of salvation, 
    Him by whom our spirits live. 
Undivided adoration 
    To the great Jehovah give. 

Text: Public domain 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then 
distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 

 
Words of Distribution LSB 199 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into 
death for your sins. Amen. 
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Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for 
the forgiveness of your sins. Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 
in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 
word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 
ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart 
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614 “As Surely as I Live,” God Said  Vs.5-8 
5 The words which absolution give 

Are His who died that we might live; 
The minister whom Christ has sent 
Is but His humble instrument. 

 
6 When ministers lay on their hands, 

Absolved by Christ the sinner stands; 
He who by grace the Word believes 
The purchase of His blood receives. 

 
7 All praise to You, O Christ, shall be 

For absolution full and free, 
In which You show Your richest grace; 
From false indulgence guard our race. 

 
D 8 Praise God the Father and the Son 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One, 
As was, is now, and so shall be 
World without end, eternally! 

Text: Public domain 
 

Salutation LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
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