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Advent, First Midweek, Anno Domini 2021 

Vespers, Page 229 

 
 
341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 
Behold, the King of glory waits. 
The King of kings is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here. 
Life and salvation He doth bring; 
Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 
To God the Father raise 
Your joyful songs of praise. 

 
2 A righteous Helper comes to thee; 

His chariot is humility, 
His kingly crown is holiness, 
His scepter, pity in distress. 
The end of all our woe He brings; 
Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 
To Christ the Savior raise 
Your grateful hymns of praise. 

 
3 How blest the land, the city blest, 

Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 
O peaceful hearts and happy homes 
To whom this King in triumph comes! 
The cloudless sun of joy is He 
Who comes to set His people free. 
To God the Spirit raise 
Your happy shouts of praise. 

 
4 Fling wide the portals of your heart; 

Make it a temple set apart 
From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, 
Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
So shall your Sov’reign enter in 
And new and nobler life begin. 
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To God alone be praise 
For word and deed and grace! 

 
5 Redeemer, come and open wide 

My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 
O enter with Thy grace divine; 
Thy face of mercy on me shine. 
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 
Until our glorious goal is won. 
Eternal praise and fame 
We offer to Thy name. 

Text: Public domain 
 

Stand 
 

Common Versicles LSB 229 
L O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
  
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 

 

Psalmody 

Responsively Psalm 36 

1Transgression speaks to the wicked 
 deep | in his heart;* 
there is no fear of God 
 be- | fore his eyes. 
2For he flatters himself in | his own eyes* 
 that his iniquity cannot be found out and | hated. 
3The words of his mouth are trouble | and deceit;* 
 he has ceased to act wisely | and do good. 
4He plots trouble while | on his bed;* 
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 he sets himself in a way that is not good; 
 he does not reject | evil. 
5Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the | heavens,* 
 your faithfulness | to the clouds. 
6Your righteousness is like the moun- | tains of God;* 
 your judgments are like the great deep; 
 man and beast you save, | O LORD. 

7How precious is your steadfast love, | O God!* 
 The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow | of your wings. 
8They feast on the abundance | of your house,* 
 and you give them drink from the river of | your delights. 
9For with you is the foun- | tain of life;* 
 in your light do | we see light. 

10Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who | know you,* 
 and your righteousness to the up- | right of heart! 
11Let not the foot of arrogance come up- | on me,* 
 nor the hand of the wicked drive | me away. 
12There the evildoers lie | fallen;* 
 they are thrust down, unable | to rise. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Office Hymn 

 
363 Silent Night, Holy Night Verses 1–3 

1 Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
2 Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
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    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
3 Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Text: Public domain 
 

Readings 

 
The Epistle Reading Colossians 1; 3-4 & 9-23 

 1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
 2To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 
 3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for 
you, 4since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have 
for all the saints… 9And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray 
for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10so as to walk in a manner worthy of 
the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God. 11May you be strengthened with all 
power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with 
joy, 12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in light. 13He has delivered us from the domain of 
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by 
him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 
created through him and for him. 17And he is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross. 
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P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
The Gospel Reading John 1:1–4 

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through 
him, and without him was not anything made that was made. 4In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. 

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory LSB 230 
L Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
L In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 

Sermon.  Christ Jesus overcame the Darkness. 
 

Canticle  The Magnificat 

 
Stand 

 
Antiphon LSB 231 

L Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
C and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 

Magnificat LSB 231 
C My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior; 
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 for He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
 For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 
 For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 
 and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to 

generation. 
 He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in 

the imagination of their hearts. 
 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the 

lowly. 
 He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent 

empty away. 
 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He 

spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Offering.  This service is online only.  If therefore you may have set aside an Advent 
offering please place it in the mail or in the Plate on Sunday.  

 

Prayer 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Kyrie LSB 233 

C Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
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          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 LSB 283 
L Let us pray. 
 
L Show us Your steadfast love, O Lord, 
C and grant us Your salvation. 
L Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness; 
C and let Your saints shout for joy. 
L Lord, keep this nation under Your care, 
C and guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
L Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
C for You judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon the 

earth. 
L Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
C let all the peoples praise You! 
L For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 
C and the hope of the poor shall not perish forever. 
L Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
C and renew a right spirit within me. 
L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
C let my cry come to You. 

 
Introduction to Collects LSB 233 

L O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C And let my cry come to You. 
 

Collect of the Day 
P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 

rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
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Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for Evening 
L I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,, that 

You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive 
me all my sins where I have done wrong and graciously keep me this 
night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 
things,. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. 

C Amen 
Stand 
 
Benedicamus LSB 234 

L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 234 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 

 
Hymn to Depart 

 
890 O Blessed Light, O Trinity 

1 O blessèd Light, O Trinity, 
O everlasting Unity: 
As now the fiery sun departs, 
Send forth Your light into our hearts. 

 
2 To You our morning song of praise, 

To You our evening prayer we raise; 
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We praise Your light in ev’ry age, 
The glory of our pilgrimage. 

 
D 3 All glory be to God above 

And to the Son, the Prince of love, 
And to the Spirit, One in Three! 
We praise You, blessèd Trinity. 

Text (st. 1): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 2–3): © 1978 Lutheran Book of 
Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005396 
 

Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 


