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Advent, Second Midweek, Anno Domini 2021 

Vespers, Page 229 

 
 

337 The Night Will Be Soon Be Ending 
1. The night will soon be ending; The dawn cannot be far. 

Let songs of praise ascending Now greet the Morning Star! 
All you whom darkness frightens With guilt or grief or pain, 
God’s radiant Star now brightens And bids you sing again. 
 

2. The One whom angels tended, Comes near a child to serve; 
Thus God, the judge offended, bears all our sins deserved.  
The guilty need not cower, For God has reconciled 
Through His redemptive power, All those who trust this child.  
 

3. The earth in sure rotation, Will soon bring morning bright; 
So run where God’s salvation, Glows in a stable’s light.  
As old as sin’s perversion, Is mercy’s vast design: 
God brings a new creation – this child it’s seal and sign.  
 

4. Yet nights will bring their sadness And rob our hearts of peace, 
And sin in all its madness Around us may increase. 
But now one Star is beaming Whose rays have pierced the night: 
God comes for our redeeming From sin’s oppressive might.  
 

5. God dwells with us in darkness And makes the night as day; 
Yet we resist the brightness And turn from God away. 
But grace does not forsake us, However far we run. 
God claims us still as children Through Mary’s infant Son. 

 
Stand 

 
Common Versicles LSB 229 

L O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
  
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
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C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 

 

Psalmody 

Responsively Psalm 119 

129Your testimonies are wonderful; * 
    therefore my soul keeps them. 
130 The unfolding of your words gives light; * 
    it imparts understanding to the simple. 
131 I open my mouth and pant, * 
    because I long for your commandments. 
132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, * 
    as is your way with those who love your name. 
133 Keep steady my steps according to your promise, * 
    and let no iniquity get dominion over me. 
134 Redeem me from man's oppression, * 
    that I may keep your precepts. 
135 Make your face shine upon your servant, * 
    and teach me your statutes. 
136 My eyes shed streams of tears, * 
    because people do not keep your law. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Office Hymn 
400 Brightest and Best of the Stars in the Morning  
 

1 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 
2 Cold on His cradle the dew-drops are shining; 
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Low lies His head with the beasts of the stall; 
Angels adore Him in slumber reclining, 
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all. 
 
3 Shall we not yield Him, in costly devotion, 
Fragrance of Edom and off'rings divine, 
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 
Myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine? 
 
4 Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
Vainly with gifts would His favor secure, 
Richer by far is the heart's adoration; 
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
 
5 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 
Text: Public domain 
 

Readings 

The Old Testament Reading       Isaiah 51:4-8 

4“Give attention to me, my people, 
    and give ear to me, my nation; 
for a law will go out from me, 
    and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. 
5 My righteousness draws near, 
    my salvation has gone out, 
    and my arms will judge the peoples; 
the coastlands hope for me, 
    and for my arm they wait. 
6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
    and look at the earth beneath; 
for the heavens vanish like smoke, 
    the earth will wear out like a garment, 
    and they who dwell in it will die in like manner;  
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but my salvation will be forever, 
    and my righteousness will never be dismayed. 

7 “Listen to me, you who know righteousness,  
the people in whose heart is my law; 
fear not the reproach of man, 
    nor be dismayed at their revilings. 

8 For the moth will eat them up like a garment, 
    and the worm will eat them like wool, 
but my righteousness will be forever, 
    and my salvation to all generations.” 

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

The Epistle Reading 1 John 2:7-8 
 7 Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old 
commandment that you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the 
word that you have heard. 8 At the same time, it is a new commandment that I 
am writing to you, which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is 
passing away and the true light is already shining. 

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
The Gospel Reading John 1:6-8 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory LSB 230 
L Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
L In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 
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C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 
Righteousness. 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 

Sermon Theme: The Light Shines Forth in this Dark World 
 

Stand 
 

Antiphon LSB 231 
L Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
C and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 

Magnificat LSB 231 
C My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior; 
 for He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
 For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 
 For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 
 and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to 

generation. 
 He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in 

the imagination of their hearts. 
 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the 

lowly. 
 He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent 

empty away. 
 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He 

spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Offering.  This service is online only. If therefore you may have set aside an Advent 
offering please place it in the mail or in the Plate on Sunday.  

 

Prayer 
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Kneel/Stand 
 

Kyrie LSB 233 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 LSB 283 
L Let us pray. 
 
L Show us Your steadfast love, O Lord, 
C and grant us Your salvation. 
L Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness; 
C and let Your saints shout for joy. 
L Lord, keep this nation under Your care, 
C and guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
L Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
C for You judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon the 

earth. 
L Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
C let all the peoples praise You! 
L For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 
C and the hope of the poor shall not perish forever. 
L Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
C and renew a right spirit within me. 
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L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
C let my cry come to You. 

 
Introduction to Collects LSB 233 

L O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C And let my cry come to You. 

Collect of the Day 
P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 

rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 
Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for Evening 
L I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,, that 

You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive 
me all my sins where I have done wrong and graciously keep me this 
night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 
things,. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. 

C Amen 
Stand 
 
Benedicamus LSB 234 

L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 234 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
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Hymn to Depart 
890 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 
And gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wond'ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the king 
And peace to all the earth! 

3 How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is giv'n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heav'n. 
No ear may hear His coming; 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still 
The dear Christ enters in. 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Immanuel! 
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