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Advent, Third Midweek, Anno Domini 2021 

Vespers, Page 229 

 
 
338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

1  Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear desire of ev'ry nation, 
Joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

2  Born Thy people to deliver; 
Born a child and yet a king! 
Born to reign in us forever, 
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit  
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit  
Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

Stand 
 

Common Versicles LSB 229 
L O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
  
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 
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Psalmody 

Responsively Psalm 43 

1Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause 
 against an ungodly people, * 
from the deceitful and unjust man 
    deliver me! 
2 For you are the God in whom I take refuge; 
    why have you rejected me? * 
Why do I go about mourning 
    because of the oppression of the enemy? 
3 Send out your light and your truth; 
    let them lead me; * 
let them bring me to your holy hill 
    and to your dwelling! 
4 Then I will go to the altar of God, 
    to God my exceeding joy, * 
and I will praise you with the lyre, 
    O God, my God. 
5 Why are you cast down, O my soul, 
    and why are you in turmoil within me? * 
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 
    my salvation and my God. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Office Hymn 
412 The People That in Darkness Sat 

1  The people that in darkness sat 
A glorious light have seen; 
The light has shined on them who long 
In shades of death have been, 
In shades of death have been. 
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2  To hail Thee, Sun of Righteousness, 
The gath'ring nations come; 
They joy as when the reapers bear 
Their harvest treasures home, 
Their harvest treasures home. 

3  To us a Child of hope is born, 
To us a Son is giv'n, 
And on His shoulder ever rests 
All pow'r in earth and heav'n, 
All pow'r in earth and heav'n. 

4  His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 
The Everlasting Lord, 
The Wonderful, the Counselor, 
The God by all adored, 
The God by all adored. 

5  His righteous government and pow'r 
Shall over all extend; 
On judgment and on justice based, 
His reign shall have no end, 
His reign shall have no end. 

6  Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 
And make us Thine alone, 
Who with the Father ever art 
And Holy Spirit, one, 
And Holy Spirit, one. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Readings 

The Epistle Reading Colossians 3:1-17 
 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that 
are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you 
also will appear with him in glory. 
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5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, 
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On account of these 
the wrath of God is coming. 7 In these you too once walked, when you were 
living in them. 8 But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, 
slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing 
that you have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new 
self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 
11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 
12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if 
one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And 
be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you 
do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God the Father through him. 

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
The Gospel Reading John 1:9-14 

 9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know 
him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Responsory LSB 230 
L Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
L In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 

Sermon  Becoming the Light of the World 
 

Stand 
 

Antiphon LSB 231 
L Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
C and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 

Magnificat LSB 231 
C My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior; 
 for He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
 For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 
 For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 
 and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to 

generation. 
 He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in 

the imagination of their hearts. 
 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the 

lowly. 
 He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent 

empty away. 
 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He 

spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Offering.  This service is online only. If therefore you may have set aside an Advent 
offering please place it in the mail or in the Plate on Sunday.  

 

Prayer 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Kyrie LSB 233 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 LSB 283 
L Let us pray. 
 
L Show us Your steadfast love, O Lord, 
C and grant us Your salvation. 
L Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness; 
C and let Your saints shout for joy. 
L Lord, keep this nation under Your care, 
C and guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
L Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
C for You judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon the 

earth. 
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L Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
C let all the peoples praise You! 
L For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 
C and the hope of the poor shall not perish forever. 
L Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
C and renew a right spirit within me. 
L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
C let my cry come to You. 

 
Introduction to Collects LSB 233 

L O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C And let my cry come to You. 

Collect of the Day 
P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 

rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 
Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for Evening 
L I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,, that 

You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive 
me all my sins where I have done wrong and graciously keep me this 
night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 
things,. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. 

C Amen 
Stand 
 
Benedicamus LSB 234 

L Let us bless the Lord. 
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C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 234 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 

Hymn to Depart 
 
363 Silent Night, Holy Night 

1  Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2  Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior is born! 
Christ, the Savior is born! 

3  Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
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