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Advent Vespers 
December 2, Anno Domini 2020 

 
Hymn on Entry 

 
341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 
Behold, the King of glory waits. 
The King of kings is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here. 
Life and salvation He doth bring; 
Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 
To God the Father raise 
Your joyful songs of praise. 

 
2 A righteous Helper comes to thee; 

His chariot is humility, 
His kingly crown is holiness, 
His scepter, pity in distress. 
The end of all our woe He brings; 
Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 
To Christ the Savior raise 
Your grateful hymns of praise. 

 
3 How blest the land, the city blest, 

Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 
O peaceful hearts and happy homes 
To whom this King in triumph comes! 
The cloudless sun of joy is He 
Who comes to set His people free. 
To God the Spirit raise 
Your happy shouts of praise. 

 
4 Fling wide the portals of your heart; 

Make it a temple set apart 
From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, 
Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
So shall your Sov’reign enter in 
And new and nobler life begin. 
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To God alone be praise 
For word and deed and grace! 

 
5 Redeemer, come and open wide 

My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 
O enter with Thy grace divine; 
Thy face of mercy on me shine. 
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 
Until our glorious goal is won. 
Eternal praise and fame 
We offer to Thy name. 

Text: Public domain 
 

Stand 
 

Common Versicles LSB 229 
L O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
  
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
  
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ, King who comes to save us.  
 

Psalmody 

Psalm Psalm 24 

1The earth is the LORD’s and the full- | ness thereof,* 
 the world and those who | dwell therein, 
2for he has founded it up- | on the seas* 
 and established it upon the | rivers. 

3Who shall ascend the hill | of the LORD?* 
 And who shall stand in his | holy place? 
4He who has clean hands and a | pure heart,* 
 who does not lift up his soul to what is false 
 and does not swear de- | ceitfully. 
5He will receive blessing | from the LORD* 
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 and righteousness from the God of his sal- | vation. 
6Such is the generation of those who | seek him,* 
 who seek the face of the God of | Jacob. 

7Lift up your heads, O gates! 
 And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,* 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 
8Who is this King of | glory?* 
 The LORD, strong and mighty, 
 the LORD, mighty in | battle! 
9Lift up your heads, O gates! 
 And lift them up, O | ancient doors,* 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 
10Who is this King of | glory?* 
 The LORD of hosts, 
 he is the King of | glory! LSB 186 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 
Office Hymn 
 
346 When All the World Was Cursed 
1When all the world was cursed 
    By Moses’ condemnation, 
Saint John the Baptist came 
    With words of consolation. 
With true forerunner’s zeal 
    The greater One he named, 
And Him, as yet unknown, 
    As Savior he proclaimed. 
 
2 Before he yet was born, 
    He leaped in joyful meeting, 
Confessing Him as Lord 
    Whose mother he was greeting. 
By Jordan’s rolling stream, 
    A new Elijah bold, 
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He testified of Him 
    Of whom the prophets told: 
 
3 Behold the Lamb of God 
    That bears the world’s transgression, 
Whose sacrifice removes 
    The devil’s dread oppression. 
Behold the Lamb of God, 
    Who takes away our sin, 
Who for our peace and joy 
    Will full atonement win. 
 
4 O grant, dear Lord of love, 
    That we receive, rejoicing, 
The word proclaimed by John, 
    Our true repentance voicing, 
That gladly we may walk 
    Upon our Savior’s way 
Until we live with Him 
    In His eternal day. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 
no. 110005396 
 

Readings 

 
Old Testament Genesis 17:7–8 

 7And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring 
after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God 
to you and to your offspring after you. 8And I will give to you and to your 
offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting possession, and I will be their God. 
A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Galatians 3:16–22 
 16Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not 
say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your 
offspring,” who is Christ. 17This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 years 
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afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make 
the promise void. 18For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes 
by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a promise. 
 19Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the 
offspring should come to whom the promise had been made, and it was put in 
place through angels by an intermediary. 20Now an intermediary implies more 
than one, but God is one. 
 21Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law 
had been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the 
law. 22But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise 
by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Luke 1:39–56 
 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a 
town in Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped 
in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my 
Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came 
to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who 
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the 
Lord.” 
 46And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
 For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
50And his mercy is for those who fear him 
 from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
 and exalted those of humble estate; 
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53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
 and the rich he has sent empty away. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 
 in remembrance of his mercy, 
55as he spoke to our fathers, 
 to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

56And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 
 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord,  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory LSB 230 
L Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for Dave a 

righteous Branch. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
L In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 

Sermon.  Theme:   
By the promises, not the Law, the inheritance is received in the fullness of time. 

 

Canticle - The Magnificat 

 
Stand 

 
Antiphon (Common) LSB 231 

L Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
C and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 

Magnificat LSB 231 
C My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior; 
 for He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
 For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 
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 For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 
 and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation. 
 He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts. 
 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly. 
 He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty 

away. 
 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke 

to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Offering. This is an online service only.  If you have set aside an Advent offering, 
please bring it on Sunday. Also, it may be mailed. 

 

Prayer 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Kyrie LSB 233 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Evening Suffrages 
 

L Holy God, holy and most gracious Father, 
C have mercy and hear us. 

 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
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          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Afternoon/Evening LSB 283 

L Show us Your steadfast love, O Lord, 
C and grant us Your salvation. 
L Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness; 
C and let Your saints shout for joy. 
L Lord, keep this nation under Your care, 
C and guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
L Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
C for You judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon the 

earth. 
L Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
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C let all the peoples praise You! 
L For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 
C and the hope of the poor shall not perish forever. 
L Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
C and renew a right spirit within me. 
L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
C let my cry come to You. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Collects 
 LSB 233 

L O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C And let my cry come to You. 
 

Collect of the Day 
        Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 

rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
 

Collect for Pandemic 
Almighty God, heavenly Father, give us grace to trust You during this time of 
illness and distress. In mercy put an end to the epidemic that afflicts us. Grant 
relief to those who suffer, and comfort all that mourn. Sustain all medical 
personnel in their labors, and cause Your people ever to serve You in 
righteousness and holiness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Luther’s Evening Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my 
sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into 
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart 
 



10 

 

878 Abide with Me 
1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

 
2 I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour; 

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 

 
3 Come not in terrors, as the King of kings, 

But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings; 
Tears for all woes, a heart for ev’ry plea. 
Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me. 

 
4 Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 

Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
Change and decay in all around I see; 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 

 
5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

 
6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

Text: Public domain 
 
Stand 

 
Benedicamus LSB 234 

L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Benediction LSB 234 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
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