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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany of Our Lord 

Anno Domini 2023 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 
Hymn of Invocation LSB 394 

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise, 
    Manifested by the star 
    To the sages from afar, 
Branch of royal David’s stem 
In Thy birth at Bethlehem: 
    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
    God in man made manifest. 

 
2 Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 

Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 
    And at Cana wedding guest 
    In Thy Godhead manifest; 
Manifest in pow’r divine, 
Changing water into wine; 
    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
    God in man made manifest. 

 
3 Manifest in making whole 

Palsied limbs and fainting soul; 
    Manifest in valiant fight, 
    Quelling all the devil’s might; 
Manifest in gracious will, 
Ever bringing good from ill; 
    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
    God in man made manifest. 

 
4 Sun and moon shall darkened be, 

Stars shall fall, the heav’ns shall flee; 
    Christ will then like lightning shine, 
    All will see His glorious sign; 
All will then the trumpet hear, 
All will see the Judge appear; 
    Thou by all wilt be confessed, 
    God in man made manifest. 
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5 Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, 
Present in Thy holy Word— 
    Grace to imitate Thee now 
    And be pure, as pure art Thou; 
That we might become like Thee 
At Thy great epiphany 
    And may praise Thee, ever blest, 
    God in man made manifest. 

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, alt. Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
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and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 15 

1O LORD, who shall sojourn | in your tent?* 
 Who shall dwell on your | holy hill? 
2He who walks blamelessly and does | what is right* 
 and speaks truth | in his heart; 
3who does not slander with his tongue 
 and does no evil to his | neighbor,* 
 nor takes up a reproach a- | gainst his friend; 
4in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 
 but who honors those who | fear the LORD;* 
who swears to his own hurt and | does not change; 
5who does not put out his money at interest 
 and does not take a bribe against the | innocent.* 
He who does these things shall nev- | er be moved. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our 
frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in 
all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Micah 6:1–8 

1Hear what the LORD says: 
Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 
 and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 
 and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 
 and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
 How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
 and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
and I sent before you Moses, 
 Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 
 and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
 that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
 and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
 with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
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Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; 
 and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
 and to walk humbly with your God? 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 
 Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 
 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 

 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom 
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the 
folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 
and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 
the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, 
even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human 
being might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ 
Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 
 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
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     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
Hymn of the Day  LSB 842 

1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
    Source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
    Hallows all our human race, 
You our Head, who, throned in glory, 
    For Your own will ever plead: 
Fill us with Your love and pity, 
    Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 
2 As You, Lord, have lived for others, 

    So may we for others live. 
Freely have Your gifts been granted; 
    Freely may Your servants give. 
Yours the gold and Yours the silver, 
    Yours the wealth of land and sea; 
We but stewards of Your bounty 
    Held in solemn trust will be. 

 
3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 

    King of love and Prince of Peace; 
Hush the storm of strife and passion, 
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    Bid its cruel discords cease. 
By Your patient years of toiling, 
    By Your silent hours of pain, 
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 
    Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 
4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

    Source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
    Hallows all our human race: 
By Your praying, by Your willing 
    That Your people should be one, 
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: 
    Here on earth Your will be done. 

Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt.  Text: Public domain 
 

Sermon.  Text, the Epistle Reading.  Theme,  The Cross, foolishness to the world, the 
wisdom of God to those who believe. 

 
Votum 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 
me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 
spirit. Amen. 

 
Sit 
Offering.  This being an online service and if you have set aside an offering, please bring it 
on a following Sunday, donate online or put it in the mail to PO Box 12806, Mill Creek, WA 
98082. Thank you. 
 
Prayer of the Church. The Litany   p288 LSB  
 

L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
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L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C hear us. 
L God the Father in heaven, 
C have mercy. 
L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L God the Holy Spirit, 
C have mercy. 
L Be gracious to us. 
C Spare us, good Lord. 
L Be gracious to us. 
C Help us, good Lord. 
  
L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from 
rebellion; 
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from 
everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 
L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by 
Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; 
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; 

and in the day of judgment: 
C Help us, good Lord. 
L We poor sinners implore You 
C to hear us, O Lord. 
L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and 

ministers of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your 
wholesome Word and to sustain them in holy living; 
To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth 
all who have erred and are deceived; 
To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; 
and to accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and 

help the weakhearted and the distressed: 
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C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and 

strife; to give our country Your protection in every time of need; 
To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless 
and protect our magistrates and all our people; 
To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to 
protect and guide all who travel; 
To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing 
happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for 
them; 
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in 
bondage; and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to 

give and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to 
hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L For all that are ill among us, O Father of all mercies and God of all comfort, our 

only help in time of need, look with favor upon your servant(s) among us 
suffering from illness.  Assure them of Your mercy, deliver them from the 
temptations of the evil one, and give them patience and comfort in this time of 
illness.  If it please You, restore them to health, or give them grace to accept this 
tribulation with courage and hope. 

 
L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C we implore You to hear us. 
  
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 
  
L O Christ, 
C hear us. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. Amen. 
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Hymn LSB 567 

1 Not what these hands have done 
    Can save this guilty soul; 
Not what this toiling flesh has borne 
    Can make my spirit whole. 

 
2 Not what I feel or do 

    Can give me peace with God; 
Not all my prayers and sighs and tears 
    Can bear my awful load. 

 
3 Thy work alone, O Christ, 

    Can ease this weight of sin; 
Thy blood alone, O Lamb of God, 
    Can give me peace within. 

 
4 Thy love to me, O God, 

    Not mine, O Lord, to Thee, 
Can rid me of this dark unrest 
    And set my spirit free. 

 
5 Thy grace alone, O God, 

    To me can pardon speak; 
Thy pow’r alone, O Son of God, 
    Can this sore bondage break. 

 
6 I bless the Christ of God, 

    I rest on love divine, 
And with unfalt’ring lip and heart 
    I call this Savior mine. 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89  Text: Public domain 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface           LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 



12 

 

 
Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the 
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in 
the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your 
glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 



13 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 

mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us 
Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 
Distribution Hymn LSB 570 

1 Just as I am, without one plea 
But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
2 Just as I am and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
3 Just as I am, though tossed about 

With many_a conflict, many_a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
4 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871  Text: Public domain 
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The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then 
distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 
 LSB 199 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death 
for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 
forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before 
the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His 
sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not 
to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 
Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn to Depart LSB 690 

1 Hope of the world, Thou Christ of great compassion;  
Speak to our fearful hearts by conflict rent.  
Save us, Thy people, from consuming passion,  
Who by our own false hopes and aims are spent.  

2 Hope of the world, God's gift from highest heaven,  
Bringing to hungry souls the bread of life. 
Still let thy Spirit unto us be given  
To heal earth's wounds and end our bitter strife.  

3 Hope of the world, afoot on dusty highways,  
Showing to wand'ring souls the path of light,  
Walk Thou beside us lest the tempting byways  
Lure us away from Thee to endless night.  

4 Hope of the world, who by Thy cross didst save us  
From death and dark despair, from sin and guilt, 
We render back the love Thy mercy gave us;  
Take Thou our lives and use them as Thou wilt.  

5 Hope of the world, O Christ, o'er death victorious,  
Who by this sign did conquer grief and pain,  
We would be faithful to Thy Gospel glorious.  
Thou art our Lord! Thou dost  

Salutation LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
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