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The Baptism of Our Lord 

Anno Domini 2023 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Hymn of Invocation  398 LSB 
1 Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 

    Great David’s greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed, 
    His reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
    To set the captive free, 
To take away transgression 
    And rule in equity. 

 
2 He comes with rescue speedy 

    To those who suffer wrong, 
To help the poor and needy 
    And bid the weak be strong; 
To give them songs for sighing, 
    Their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, 
    Were precious in His sight. 

 
3 He shall come down like showers 

    Upon the fruitful earth; 
Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, 
    Spring in His path to birth. 
Before Him on the mountains 
    Shall peace, the herald, go; 
And righteousness in fountains 
    From hill to valley flow. 

 
4 Kings shall fall down before Him 

    And gold and incense bring; 
All nations shall adore Him, 
    His praise all people sing. 
To Him shall prayer unceasing 
    And daily vows ascend; 
His kingdom still increasing, 
    A kingdom without end. 
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5 O’er ev’ry foe victorious, 
    He on His throne shall rest, 
From age to age more glorious, 
    All blessing and all-blest. 
The tide of time shall never 
    His covenant remove; 
His name shall stand forever— 
    That name to us is Love. 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. Text: Public domain 
 

Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
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and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 2 

1Behold my servant, who I uphold,* 
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 

7I will tell of the decree: * 
    The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 
8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, * 
    and the ends of the earth your possession. 
9 You shall break  them with a rod of iron* 
    and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” 

10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise; * 
    be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
11 Serve the Lord with fear, * 
    and rejoice with trembling. 

    for His wrath is quickly kindled* 
     Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 



4 

 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed 
Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are 
baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with 
Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 42:1–9 

1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my Spirit upon him; 
 he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 
 or make it heard in the street; 
3a bruised reed he will not break, 
 and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 
 he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be discouraged 
 till he has established justice in the earth; 
 and the coastlands wait for his law. 
5Thus says God, the LORD, 
 who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people on it 
 and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; 
 I will take you by the hand and keep you; 
I will give you as a covenant for the people, 
 a light for the nations, 
 7to open the eyes that are blind, 



5 

 

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
 from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8I am the LORD; that is my name; 
 my glory I give to no other, 
 nor my praise to carved idols. 
9Behold, the former things have come to pass, 
 and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth 
 I tell you of them.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 
 Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 
 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

 
Epistle Romans 6:1–11 

 1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no 
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were 
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified 
with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would 
no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now 
if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know 
that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he 
lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to 
God in Christ Jesus. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Alleluia LSB 190 
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:13–17 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come 
to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to 
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, 
immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to 
him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 
17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Hymn of the Day 407 LSB 

1 To Jordan came the Christ, our Lord, 
    To do His Father’s pleasure; 
Baptized by John, the Father’s Word 
    Was given us to treasure. 
This heav’nly washing now shall be 
    A cleansing from transgression 
And by His blood and agony 
    Release from death’s oppression. 
A new life now awaits us. 

 
2 O hear and mark the message well, 

    For God Himself has spoken. 
Let faith, not doubt, among us dwell 
    And so receive this token. 
Our Lord here with His Word endows 
    Pure water, freely flowing. 
God’s Holy Spirit here avows 
    Our kinship while bestowing 
The Baptism of His blessing. 

 
3 These truths on Jordan’s banks were shown 

    By mighty word and wonder. 
The Father’s voice from heav’n came down, 
    Which we do well to ponder: 
“This man is My belovèd Son, 
    In whom My heart has pleasure. 
Him you must hear, and Him alone, 
    And trust in fullest measure 
The word that He has spoken.” 



8 

 

 
4 There stood the Son of God in love, 

    His grace to us extending; 
The Holy Spirit like a dove 
    Upon the scene descending; 
The triune God assuring us, 
    With promises compelling, 
That in our Baptism He will thus 
    Among us find a dwelling 
To comfort and sustain us. 

 
5 To His disciples spoke the Lord, 

    “Go out to ev’ry nation, 
And bring to them the living Word 
    And this My invitation: 
Let ev’ryone abandon sin 
    And come in true contrition 
To be baptized and thereby win 
    Full pardon and remission 
And heav’nly bliss inherit.” 

 
6 But woe to those who cast aside 

    This grace so freely given; 
They shall in sin and shame abide 
    And to despair be driven. 
For born in sin, their works must fail, 
    Their striving saves them never; 
Their pious acts do not avail, 
    And they are lost forever, 
Eternal death their portion. 

 
7 All that the mortal eye beholds 

    Is water as we pour it. 
Before the eye of faith unfolds 
    The pow’r of Jesus’ merit. 
For here it sees the crimson flood 
    To all our ills bring healing; 
The wonders of His precious blood 
    The love of God revealing, 
Assuring His own pardon. 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Elizabeth Quitmeyer, 1911–88, alt. 
Text: © 1976 Elizabeth Quitmeyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005396 

 



9 

 

Sermon.  Text, The Gospel Reading.  Theme, Jesus’ Baptism, Our Baptism. 
 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 
me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 
spirit. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Offering.  This being an online service and if you have set aside an offering, please bring it 
on a following Sunday, donate online or put it in the mail to PO Box 12806, Mill Creek, WA 
98082. Thank you. 
 
Prayer of the Church. The Litany   p288 LSB  
 

L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C hear us. 
L God the Father in heaven, 
C have mercy. 
L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L God the Holy Spirit, 
C have mercy. 
L Be gracious to us. 
C Spare us, good Lord. 
L Be gracious to us. 
C Help us, good Lord. 
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L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 
From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from 
rebellion; 
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from 
everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 
L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by 
Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; 
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; 

and in the day of judgment: 
C Help us, good Lord. 
L We poor sinners implore You 
C to hear us, O Lord. 
L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and 

ministers of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your 
wholesome Word and to sustain them in holy living; 
To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth 
all who have erred and are deceived; 
To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; 
and to accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and 

help the weakhearted and the distressed: 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and 

strife; to give our country Your protection in every time of need; 
To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless 
and protect our magistrates and all our people; 
To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to 
protect and guide all who travel; 
To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing 
happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for 
them; 
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in 
bondage; and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
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L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to 
give and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to 
hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L For all that are ill among us, O Father of all mercies and God of all comfort, our 

only help in time of need, look with favor upon your servant(s) among us 
suffering from illness.  Assure them of Your mercy, deliver them from the 
temptations of the evil one, and give them patience and comfort in this time of 
illness.  If it please You, restore them to health, or give them grace to accept this 
tribulation with courage and hope. 

 
L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C we implore You to hear us. 
  
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 
  
L O Christ, 
C hear us. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. Amen. 

 
 
 
Hymn 537 LSB 

1 Beautiful Savior, 
    King of creation, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
    Truly I’d love Thee, 
    Truly I’d serve Thee, 
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 
2 Fair are the meadows, 

    Fair are the woodlands, 
Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 
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    Jesus is fairer, 
    Jesus is purer, 
He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 

 
3 Fair is the sunshine, 

    Fair is the moonlight, 
Bright the sparkling stars on high; 
    Jesus shines brighter, 
    Jesus shines purer 
Than all the angels in the sky. 

 
4 Beautiful Savior, 

    Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
    Glory and honor, 
    Praise, adoration 
Now and forevermore be Thine! 

Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904 
Text: Public domain 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; for at His Baptism Your voice from heaven revealed Him as 
Your beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descended on Him, confirming Him to be 
the Christ. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 

mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us 
Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 
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Distribution 
Distribution Hymn – Once In The Blest Baptismal Waters 598 LSB 

1 Once in the blest baptismal waters 
    I put on Christ and made Him mine; 
Now numbered with God’s sons and daughters, 
    I share His peace and love divine. Refrain 

 
ref O God, for Jesus’ sake I pray 

Your peace may bless my dying day. 
 
2 His body and His blood I’ve taken 

    In His blest Supper, feast divine; 
Now I shall never be forsaken, 
    For I am His, and He is mine. Refrain 

 
3 And thus I live in God contented 

    And die without a thought of fear; 
My soul has to God’s plans consented, 
    For through His Son my faith is clear. Refrain 

Text: Emilie Juliane von Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, 1637–1706; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, 
abr., alt. Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110005396 

 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then 
distribute them to those who come to receive, saying:  
 LSB 199 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death 
for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 
forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before 
the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His 
sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not 
to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 
Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart 400 LSB 
1 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 

    Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
    Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

 
2 Cold on His cradle the dewdrops are shining; 

    Low lies His head with the beasts of the stall; 
Angels adore Him in slumber reclining, 
    Maker and Monarch and Savior of all. 

 
3 Shall we not yield Him, in costly devotion, 

    Fragrance of Edom and off’rings divine, 
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 
    Myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine? 

 
4 Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 

    Vainly with gifts would His favor secure. 
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Richer by far is the heart’s adoration; 
    Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

 
5 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 

    Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
    Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt. Text: Public domain 

 
Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
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